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FEADERS, the Lussian people!

R Often in the past year you must
bave wished vou could hear of Russia, not
thirough interpreters, but from the people
themselves. If so, Ernest Poole’s new
book is that wish fulfilled. Tn the pages
of “The Dari: People”-—uote the quotation
marks—speak peasants, tradesmen, sol-
diers, laborers, sailors, priests, manufae-
turers, consecrated revolulionists, factory
hands, servants and statesmen—and they
speak direetly to von.

They speak not by virtue of Poole, the
ariist—for few hooks are so little marked
with art—but throngh a conscientious,
painsiaking, unpariisan  reporter.  To
speak of “The Dark People” ns being “by
Ernest Poole™ is muech like speaking of
something in a shop window “as seen
through the glass.”

Poole's Self-Effacement.

The many who know the writer's work
will recognize that it is intentional se!f-
effacement on his part and not mere
eolorlessness.  There are some themes so
great, the respoasibility for truth se grave,
that an author with a conseience must
el any individuality s the manner of
#:lling 1o e an intrusion. Before a theme
like the Russian people in revolt and in
danger of losing again their new won
freedom one is not interested in the re-
porier, only in his report.

Mr. Poole must have felt some such
re=ponsihility in writing “The Dark Peo-
ple”” For in the style therein be has re-
verted to the stuplieity of 2 man who in
the gravity of lus nessage has forgotten
Lis art, his skill, Iis very personality and
speaks with an instinetive dreetuess such
Bs eVen oan uﬂ[r;lllll'll T “ralor l‘“mﬂlmd}’
under the urge of a great oceasion.

Throughout the book, exeepting a few
senienees at the end, it is the Russan poo-
ple whose word you read and not Poole's,
It is & report pure and simple with prie-
tically no vomment by the reporter.

Scencs in Petrograd.

Mr. Poole reports what lie saw amd
lenrd in Russta lust sammer. The few
scenes and the many interviews he revords
picturs a Czar already forgntten except
as ithe personifieation of something wlich
all agree mnst pever pelurn. The old or-
der was gone, the new in the throes of un
cestamn lurth.  Kerensky, the man at the
Lielin, was trying to steer a eourse hetween
the bourgemsie led by men ke Professor
.‘lll_\'llku\' on the one bhand and the Baol
shieviki led by Trotzky and Lenine on the
other. His hold was preearious. The
prople were in constant turmoil, especial-
Iy 1 Petrograd:

FProw a littls farther down the street a
lnrge motor truck eume  slowly  along,
erowdinl with workmen pod solliers, 1t
stopped and gathered a erovid arsuml, oad
there wiaa some quick “xeited taliing. It
tiurned and went back down the strst, with
a «dvnse throng of people following, men sl
women, girks amd boys * * * Soddenly
from just abwad came two single rifle shots ;
sl then, an instant later, the Jong, sharp,
ugly rattle of a machine pun, and the hiss
and buze of bullets over our healds. At
onee there was panie everywhere: and in the
te sl b seeonds I * * * was borac with
the mob through an oven guteway ntn a
court.,  Behind the fesillade inervases!, but
T heard no sereams, no shouting. 1 looked
Tock upon the strevt and saw it Linck sith
people Iving on thar faces.

To Petrocrad flocked peasants, work-
. soldier=, priests and salors, all
tu dnn.md thetr share of the fruts of the
revolution,

A =oldier sat on a3 bench ocar hy, a little
man with s small, black beard snd corly
Lair that eame out from onder his sollier
cap.  He had a round faee and fiery eyes
* & * He held the Prarda on his knee,
» Bolshevik paper which had been paing
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He made it on a stretcher, wounded and battered, from a front line trench 1o a London haspital.
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Earnest Poole Presents the Russian People

space to inlerviews with peasants than to
statesmen and kings of commeree,

How dark that peasant mind is on fun-
damentals can perhaps be fairly ganged
by a few remarks which a carter made Lo
Mr. Poole on education.

‘¢e = | don't like the school in our
village,”’ he eaid, *‘for it teaches no real
things. When I want to teach & boy how
to plough I take him to the field and do it—
and so it should be with everything else
What good are books alone to & boy? Iow
cau you expect him to learn a thing unlesa
he ean see it and do it himseM? Those
teachers from the citics knnow nothing at all
of any real life. One girl tescher from
Petrograd taught at our school a while ago,
amd st first she wanted to reat my cow o
get milk for herself and her mother. Bub
one day at sunset on my field she saw a
young calf, and she said to me, *I will rent
this dear little cow inxtead. Bhe will give
quite enough milk for mel’ "’

Toe peasant gave a solemn nod. *fAnd
that is the kind of a teacher,”' ho saul,
**they send to teach farming to my brats!"’
STHE DARK PEOPLE.'  Iiv
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